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"Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire."
~William Butler Yeats

| find this quote particularly true in our Montessori classrooms this
time of year. The students are settled in and taking off with a zest
to learn more about everything. They are able to enjoy
discoveries with the materials for their intrinsic rewardkeir own
desire to learn for themselves alone.

Meet our Elementary Parent Ambassadors
Julie McDougall and Monica Faist are available

. . L to answer any questions parents may have about
In the Elementary room, | like to present them with an intriguing o,y glementary Program. You may contact

imysteryo from time to time. Madnbypieortmlfiese are a ¢
at the school , quite often unexpect ed the quinte
moment 0. Recently, | obser vedJ“"es688rﬁﬁé"027c9”%(r?ﬁ%°tg;%ﬁ%’?gﬁfonﬁ h

area to our landscape bricks. It was substantial and | soon figuredonca: 608.215.4748qlais

out what happened. Now | could have brought the students outside
told the children all about what most likely happened and they sl \Y (@Bl T glance
would listen and get some knowledge out of that experience. |

would be reinforcing that adults know it all and that someday

someone wil |l tell you fAwhat i  February 22 & 23 i
investigate or go further because you simply need to wait for an Picture Day 8:311:00 am

adult to give you the signal when to think. | did not do that, because Feb 24
in Montessori it is the respect for the potential of the child that ebruary o

is most important. Being patient and assisting them in their ability ElEElEE Gl TRaEes
to form theories and a conclusion with help, if need be, is what we  February 29

follow. So at a classroom meeting before recess, | talked to the Conference Sigiup Begins

children about the Amysteryo. )
asked them to tell me their first impression. Some of the comments March 2

wereé. Al think someone karat e NOSCHOOEFacultyWorkDay s
toddl ers wrecked ito; fASomeone No chidcarewilbe available [
someone made‘a poor choice and | bet you are disappointed, M:  parch 3

Martha.o; and many just want e ghannual Teach Peace Conference |

mystery and to talk with their friends and family to see if anyone

. . : 8 ang 4 pm
had any ideas and we would visit again tomorrow.
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The next day we discussed the §dppsteryo and each
turns giving their idea of what happened. Everyone listened  orger on Tuesdays, Pick up on Fridays
respectfully. I acknowledged all the thinking because many of their

theories were plausible. However, the one theory that was the gi, Annual Dinner & Auction Fundraiser
answer was the phenomenon of frost heaving. One of the students April 14, 6 pm

was quite eloquent explaining the scientific process. She glowed
when | told her that she described it so much better than | could.

Vision & Technology Campaign

N : . Please consider donatin
You see, lighting the fire of learning is what happens every day at 2

RPMS. It takes patience, respect and faith in the human potential. | & 47 DORh # Al DAAI | & ¢
By the way, we want to tharndr. Rich for fixing the mysterious Ink Jets and Cell Phone
damage to our landscape brick, which now has been solved.

RPMS
From the School

Last week we launched our campaign to solicit sponsorships ancisf@N e |
: . : . reminders
item donations for ouBth Annual RPMS Dinner and Auction

Fundraiser to be held on Saturday April 14th. This event is one of
our largest fundraisers of the school ye&ilease take time to fill
out your Response Form and submit it to the school office
tomorrow, Tuesday, February 7thWVe are asking every family to
recruit at least one donation or sponsorship for this event. If your
family or business would like to sponsor or make an item donation,
please fill out the appropriate form and submit by the deadline
indicated at the bottom of the form.

Return Response Form

Return Picture Day Form

Return Teach Peace Registration

Order SCRIP
Order on Tuesdays, Pick up on Fridays

Watch for a sigrup sheet to be displayed in the school foyer this
week where you can get involved in dith Annual Teach Peace
Education Conferenceto be held Saturday, March 3rd. We are
requesting food donations and help with different tasks for the _
event. You are also invited to attend this event. You will find ~ Sign-up for Conferences
registration forms in the foyer. Early Bird Registration is $75 if ~ Starts February 29

you register by February 24; otherwise the cost is $90.

Breakfast Club
February 24, 7:4B:30 am

Return Reenroliment Forms
Re-enrollment for the 201213 school year will begin later this

month. Current families will have two weeks to submit their  sypmit Volunteer Hours
re-enroliment forms before we accept open enrollment from new
families. To guarantee placement for your child in our programs vOLUNTEER:

next year, it is important to take advantage of this-tveek -Signrup to help with Teach Peace
window and submit your enroliment contract. After such time,  _pisassemble, sand and paint chairs
enrollment contracts will be accepted on a first cdirst serve -Solicit sponsorship and item donation for

basis by date of submission and placed on a waiting list if a g,y 9th Annual Dinner and Auction
program is filled. -Tracing, cutting and folding paper hearts



leacher M

Ms. Tracey and Ms. Amyo6s Classr ooms
Young Child

In the young child environment we use some sign language with the children. At snack

they have learned the signs for milk, water, please and thank you. During our circle time

we are |l earning the signs for Al | ove youo and
t hat they can sign dl |l ove youo to their car ec
wi ndows. Ot her signs include A Be kindo, @A Be

Research has shown that young children are able to communicatenbaily before they

use verbal language. Signing is a wonderful way to invite young children to communicate
with us. You can invent simple signs to use with your child, as long as you are consistent
with what the sign means it will work just as well as conventional sign language. Please
ask one of us if you would like us to demonstrate some of the signs.

For the month of February, we have added some fun materials to our shelves. Children

continue to develop their finmotor strength as they use chopsticks to transfer pink and

white cotton balls from one small container to another, push red, pink and white pompoms

into a hearshaped ice cube tray, and decorate an artificial tree with -sleaped

ornaments. In the art area the children are punching heart shapes, creatdghgiagrts,

and making valentineds cards with glue and pape

come homel!
We mentioned that the children are | earning the
The following song fits with both Valentineds a

Happy Valentined6s Day!
Skidimarink:

Skidamarinky dinky dink Skidamarinky do
I love you
Skidamarinky dinky dink Skidamarinky do
| love you

.,

I love you in the morning
And in the afternoon

I love you in the evening
And underneath the moon,

O, Skidamarinky dinky dink Skidamarinky do
| love you




Teacher Mess.

Ms. Nancyds Classroom
Chil drenb6s House

We have enjoyedparents coming in to work with their children in the last few wedks.

you have not had a chance to do tkis, encourage you to make an appointmdhthe

times on the sign up sheet are not convenient please see me and we will make
arrangements that are convenient for you.

The month of February is a very busy month, full of interesting information and
activities. Asia is our continent of study and particularly China and the Chinese New
Year. Many children are choosing to complete all the China activities and make a special
folder to keep them inThey have shown so much interest in the Great Wall of China and
in the Celebration of the Year of the Dragon.

We are talking about our presidents, and focusing most on Abraham Lincoln and George
Washington. The children are discovering that the combination of salt and the acid from a
lemon will polish a penny so they can see Lincoln better.

In science we will be looking at different kinds of rocks and having some fun with
volcanoes.

Groundhog Day gave us the opportunity to learn about woodchitieschildren enjoyed
seeing pictures of the burrows that they live and hibernate in, and thought it was funny that
they can run as fast as a 5th grader.

Val entineds D a Y¥he childrerc wilmdecomte bags. in class to put the
Valentines that they receivélhey may either make their Valentines or buy them, but we
ask that they only write their own name on ea@¥e will deliver them by dropping one in

each bag, but we will not be looking for the recipient's name, so please do not have your
child write the names of the other children on their Valentivgs.have 20 children in our
class.

Happy Valentineb6s Day!

Ms. Maryds Classroom
Childrendés House

During the month of February our focus will be on our bodies, how we grow, healthy

eating, our five senses, and dental health. During cultural activities we will be studying
about the continent of Africa. The children will continue to explore and master the areas of
language, math, and practical life with a variety of new materials. February will be a busy
month!

We wi | | celebrate Valentineds DHyHadegwourour <cl assr
child put their name on the back of each valentine. No name needs to be on the front. Our
classroom currently has 17 students. If any parent would like to send in a special treat for
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Cont.

that day please let me know. The children will decorate bags at school for this celebration.
Please be on the look out for information regarding many upcoming events at RPMS.
RPMS 3" Annual Teach Peace Conference, student conferences in March, and soon it will
be time to register for the next school year. As always, you can contact me any time if you
have any questions or concerns and | will be happy to meet with you. Take care!

Ms. Martha
Childrenbés House

The children are doing new lessons and have the drive for more challenges. This last
semester showed us such great progress and happiness as the children thrived in their
learning.

We have finished a study of the Polar Regions and winter. We will start a unit on Asia with
an emphasis on Japan and China. We will practice origami and calligraphy. | will share
some materials from when | taught English at an International School in Yokohama, Japan.

February brings us the joy of Valentinebds Day.
signed by your child but with no name on the envelope as soon as possible. We will
decorate bags and hand them out on Tuesday, February 14th.

We would like to welcome Sophie Dahl and Kai Thofisski to our room from the
Young Child class. They have been visiting all month and are comfortable in our class. We
love having new friends.

Have a wonderful month of February and feel free to come in to work with your child for
AWi ndow into your Childés Learningbo.

Ms. Bonnie Sue
Childrenbdéds House

During our South America study we enjoyed some native musical instruments with our

visual, audile and tactile senses. Of particular interest were the goat toe nails from Bolivia

and the rain stick from Chile. Throughout this coming month we will be doing the same

with some other musical instruments: the harp, guitar, keyboard, and violin. And of course

our best instruments are always with us: our hands and our voices. We are enjoying some

new rhythms with our Line Time activities using our hands in new ways. Snapping fingers

wi | | be the next challenge on your childbés agen

February brings a speci al friendship celebratio
some famous past presidents of the United State
map and other cloth United States maps as we look at different state birds and count how
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most popular state bird. Thatds going to requir
our audile sense and listen to the sounds those birds make and try to identify some birds

just by their sound. We also have a big floor map of the U.S. with a mileage measuring

tape. We measur ed Li-wveal080 miles.dfegaurtchild has jpent o FIl or i d
to a different state in the past43years, send us a note and we will get the mileage
measuring tape out. ltds a great way to introd:u
and to show place value with our Montessori materials.

The children have loved playing in the snow as winter finally arrived in Southeast
Wisconsin. Thanks for sending those big bundles of snow pants, boots, and warm attire.
They are getting quite proficient with their sbilp skills of dressing themselves. Thanks

for helping instill this good practice at home. It takes longer, but is well worth the outcome
of building independence.

Ms. Mary
Extended Day

Already February is upon us. The school year is going by quickly. Soon it will be time for
enrollment for the next school year. Many of our current Extended Day students will be
eligible and ready for first grade in the fall.

Where you send your child for first grade is an important decision and one that should be
made after much thought and consideration. | believe our Elementary Program provides a
quality education with high academic standards and is deeply committed to helping your
child continue to learn in an environment filled with inspiring materials where they not
only reach for academic success but learn to be part of a community that is built upon
respect.

Before you make this important decision | would like to invite all of our Extended Day
families to set up a time to visit and observe in the Elementary Classroom. | believe you
will be amazed and inspired by the children and their work in this creative environment.
As they say a picture is worth a thousand words! | also encourage you to seek out some of
our current Elementary parents and ask them to share their experiences and observations
about the program with you. As always, | am available to assist you in any way | can.



Ms. Kris
Elementary

To Portage or Not to Portage?

That is the question the Elementary students had to answer as they attempted to complete a
recent team building activity. The children worked in pairs to sled over the snow and
portage their sleds over bare ground. The activity required good communication, strong
bodies and team work. It took a lot of hard work, but good time was had by all.

The children have made tremendous progress in reading since the beginning of the year.

Witnessing a child learning to read is like watching a baby take their first steps. It is
humbling to be a part of such a significant =eve
many opportunities to read to each other and to children in other classrooms. One group of

children is reading about the tropical rainforest and will be displaying their knowledge on

the schools main bulletin board. Keep your eyes open for it!

We will continue studying South America this month, but we will focus most of our
attention to the Amazon Rainforest. We will be learning what a tropical rainforest is and
about the plants, animals and insects that make up this very diverse ecosystem. We will
also study how life forms are interconnected and interdependent in an ecosystem.

We will be welcoming some guests to our class this month. We will be having a trained

servicedog Vi sit our cl ass. ARustyo is trained to
brought to us by his trainer and RPMS grandmother Holly. We are also having another

grandmother come to share a special technique for making bread.

It is sure to be an exciting month.
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Ms. Tracey
Montessori Beginnings

This month we added water play and a self serve snack she
our environment.

Thanks to those of you who donated the full sleeved plaf®™
aprons for our water table. Although our young friends are ¢%
getting wet, it is certainly less so than if we were apess!
They certainly love to explore and experiment with water.

Now that we have been snacking together for several mont
am enjoying stepping back a little and watching you guide y. ,
children through the process. It is lovely to see how eager s{ s«
of them are to set their own tables or spoon their own fruit of 4

their tiny plates.

This past week we talked about gender. Wh e n
nurture verses nature debate was much discussed. Today, as we continue to learn about

how babies brains develop it is clear that the differences we see between boys and girls are

caused by an interaction between their genes and their environment. In hePibook

Brain, Blue Brain: How Small Differences Grow into Troublesome Gajpsd What We

Can Do About It Lise Eliot, Phd. offers some suggestions for how to parent our boys and

girls so that each has the opportunity to develop to their fullest potential.

She suggests that during the first year of life boys are more fragile and slower to mature

than girls. They are fussier and less socially attuned although they excel at gross motor

activity matching girls in gross motor development despite their overall slower maturation.

She states, AWhile girls are often easier to c
as much encouragement as boys for their physical development and emotional

i ndependence. 0

Her main suggestions for helping children develop to their full potential are well aligned
with much of what we have discussed in our class. She suggests that you talk, listen and
read to your babies. She tells parents to take their babies out of devices for holding them
and put them on the floor where they can both explore the world and develop their bodies.
She advocates responsive, sensitive caregiving from both mothers and fathers. Finally, she
reminds us to pay attention to how easy it is to think in stereotypes as we care for our
babies.

In 1968 my father bought his newborn son a full size football: last summer my friend Kyle

bought one for his first son after an ultrasound revealed his gender. Of course, we want to
encourage a fatherds excitement as well as his
also want to make sure that our expectations leave room for our children to be uniquely

themselves.
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As parents of three who started their children in church-gpchools and then sent them to a
public education system, we are very grateful for theiadllusive different world of a Montessori
education for our granddaughterThe fostering of independence and the ability to learn at her
own speed is a pattern that we hope will last a life tifie.our youngest child, school was boring
and to our oldest it was tough and she was left behifithis doesn't happen in the Montessori
system. Instead, it is building self esteem and thus a sense of accomplishment. Our grand
daughter had the opportunity to participate in the Elementary classroom while she was still in
Extended Day (Kindergarten). This was a wonderful advantage for her to continue learning at her
own pace. The classroom size and materials motivate her to want to learn make also
appreciate the interpersonal communication with her teacharsl individualized curriculum.

-Tim and Jo Anne Barker, Grandparents

Both our children started RPMS at a young age, 2 and 4 respectively, and graduated from the

Elementary Program. When we look back at those seven years, we are so thankful for the

environment of respect, personal responS|b|I|ty, selitiative, and curiosity that was bestowed

Opi 1 OEAI AO A Ui O0i ¢ AcA8 4EAOA EOI 80 A xAAE OEAO
years.

We were especially appreciative of making the decision to keep them for the Elementary
Program. We saw each of our children blossom, building upon their strengths and personality.
The small classroom size and teachierstudent ratio ensured our children were getting that one
-on-one focus. The classroom format, discussions and numerous projects allowed them to think
of education beyond the act of just learning facts and figures. The academic component prepared
them extremely well; allowing them to make a successful transition into a traditional school
environment.

Whether it was encouraging our son to study Greek mythology as part of his culmination project
or giving our daughter the love of math, we knew this education was special. We will forever be
grateful to RPMS and its faculty for the foundation of learning this school has provided.

-Tobin and Oakleigh Ryan

Our daughter loves RPMS. It was truly wonderful to return here after a year away. During that
year, she was in a traditional daycare setting in Milwaukee that left me crossing my fingers each
morning that the day would turn out all right. At RPMS, | never have to cross my fingers, because
the policies and philosophy are in line with our own. There is genuine happiness, and the
peaceful learning that goes on resonates when the day is done.

-Jessica Coburn

oy

(



Our family has been a part of the RPMS community for three years Aava of our sons, ages 4

and 6, are students. Our sons couldn't be more different; one is very imaginative, enjoys art, and
is a ball of energy. The other is more reserved and an analytical thinker. A Montessori
educational approach has proven to be exceptional for both of them! Each has their needs,
strengths, and areas needing improvement, tailored to them as unique individuals. Their learning
happens at their pace. Their achievements are not bound by a ceiling on a limited curriculum, but
rather the sky is truly the limit.They not only enjoy and look forward to going to school, but
they've developed such a fondness to all of their teachers, and that they consider them an
extension of our family.

Our oldest started the Extended Day, Kindergarten equivalent, Program this y&§e are
thrilled with our choice to continue his education at RPMS. He benefits from the  continued
no-ceilings approach to his academics, as well as enjoying Spanish lessons, smaller class
sizes, plenty of outdoor learning and activity time, and so much more.
We are always eager to share our RPMS experience with other parkrigssnot JUST a school,

but an amazing gift to your child.

-Greg and Kristen Higginbotham

| am thrilled with the Young Child Programisabel has grown into a considerate, helpful toddler
at home and in new environments.When she spends time in playrooms, she is always
complimented on her ability to pick up after herselEven at home, she takes pride in helping
maintain the house.l believe the Young Child Program has also taught her to embrace a high
level of independencel look forward to seeing her continual growth at RPMS.

-Sara Roang

Watch for re-enrollment information coming in your family mailbox very soon. If you have
questions about placement for your child next year, please do not hesitate to talk to your

AEEI A0 OAAAEAO AT A OEA OAETTI 1 E£ZEEAA8 7A 11
again in the fall.

- RPMS Staff

E A&l Ox,



Why Scrip?

-
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When | heard RPMS was going to start participating in Scrip and a portion of the rebate would be applied to my

01160 OOEOEIT ) xAO A@AEOAA AT A AT OI AT80 xAEO O OOA0OO bDPAC
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gas, go grocery shopping and if we plan on eating out, | then fill out the Scrip order form, submit the form with

my check to the school office (or sometimes | purchase online) and on Friday morning | pick up my gift cards

when | drop my children off at school. It is that easy! The best part is that | am raising money for RPMS and my

family at the same time!

-Jennifer Kienbaum

I was worried that using the Scrip program would be burdensome, but it is actually very easy and
convenient. You just check the boxes of the places you shop at already and in a few days you pick up the gift
card. They work the same way as a debit card. For places like Woodman's grocery store, where they don't take
credit cards, using the Scrip card saves me from writing check after check to them. It is simple, and benefits Rock
Prairie, as well as, your own family. You also get money back after you have purchased a set amount. Don't be
nervous about trying Scrip. You will be happy you did!

-Patty Nesheim

We try to buy Scrip every week for our groceries and large purchases. They are expenses we have anyway, SO we
may as well be getting something back for them. | was amazed how quickly we accumulated $100 in rebate.
Now we are earning money towards next years tuition.

-Kelly Ludeman

7EOE OEA AgQAAPOEIT 1 &£ #EOEOOI AO CEEOORh xA OEIi PI U OOA 3A0ED
every month in the amount that we would usually spend and then buy our groceries with it. We sometimes buy
Target Scrip and restaurants that we go to ofteWe also give the forms to our parents and they fill in the
amount they would use on gas or groceries and send the checks with us to stisaute because they feel that

they are helping towards their grandson's school expenses plus they are using money that would already go
towards their monthly bills.

-Ryan and Lyndsay Micklus

My wife, Sara, and | have decided to use the Scrip Program because it is an easy way to help raise funds for
RPMS. We tend to buy Scrip for the places we go for everyday necessities; though we do purchase Scrip for the
occasional indulgence, as well. We need groceries, gas and household products anyway, so that money would be
spent regardless. It may as well earn money for the school in the process.

It just takes few minutes of planning to look at the weekly budget, log omtaw.shopwithscrip.comand make
I 00 POOAEAOGAOG8 4EA OAI AAGEIT T &£ 1T AAT AT A TAOEITAI OAOAEI AOC
weekly needs.

We approached our families with the program and most everyone has purchased something. My parents have

really found it to be a great way to support the school and buy the things they need. My dad prefers to fill out the |
DAPAO 1T OAAO &I O0i AT A xEI1l AOU EEO AAOAO xEAT EA PEAEO Ob 1 O«
the end of the week and use the Scrip cards for his weekly grocery purchases.

On the whole the Scrip program has been a great way to contribute to the school. Our experience, buying and

using the gift cards has been painless and probleee.
-Nathan Herzig



Decorative Teapots for our Teach Peace Conference
NOTE: Teapots will be takaway gifts for our guests and will not be returned to you.

Food donations for Teach Peace Conference
Watch for sigrup sheet in the school foyer this week.

Item donations to be auctioned off at our 9th Annual Dinner and Auction

Comfy armchair for Staff Computer Lounge

/"‘tg
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Dual Computer Worktable for Staff Computer Lounge
The photo is an example of what would work best; a table that wi
be the proper height and length for two computer stations.

Nathan Staddler graduated from our Elementary Program in 2010. He currently attends a local
DOAI EA OAEITIT AT A xAO OAAT Gl EUAA AO O- AEET C A S$EAEAEAC
school. Congratulations Nathan!



