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Martha Carver-Head of School Message: 
 

We were very excited and happy to share Montessori lessons with our parent      
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅË ÁÔ ÏÕÒ Ȱ*ÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÏÆ $ÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÙȱ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ #ÌÏÓÅ ÔÏ ΨΫ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÁÎÄ 
how they learn in Montessori classrooms. 
 

As you have made the commitment to Montessori Education, you may see changes 
in your child as they grow and develop with elements of the school experience in 
their words and deeds. Tim Seldin of the International Montessori Council explains 
some benefits of Montessori education best with the following words. 
 

Ȱ)Î -ÏÎÔÅÓÓÏÒÉ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÎÏ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅȟ ×Å ÔÒÙ ÔÏ 
create conditions at school that give a child a sense of joy, a sense of celebration, 
and a sense that they are part of something bigger than themselves, without taking 
away their sense of personal empowerment and personal responsibility. We aim to 
inspire in them a sense of awe and wonder. This is not done in a way that makes 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÆÅÅÌ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÏ×ÅÒÌÅÓÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ȰÙÏÕ ÂÅÌÏÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ %ÁÒÔÈȦȱ  
Montessori creates an understanding that each life has value and each life has     
purpose. Our children learn that we need to honor ourselves, honor our parents, 
honor all life and honor other human beings. Montessori helps children to discover 
their own dignity in the midst of our imperfections and personal limitations. 
 

Montessori children learn that their ideas have merit and that their decisions are 

important. They learn that people make mistakes but that we learn from them. It 

teaches that we need to take responsibility for our actions and where appropriate, 

ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÁÌÅÓȢȱ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pay online for your Scrip order through PrestoPay!  
 

Now families can pay online using the new Presto PayÊ payment system at            
shopwithscrip.com.  When you pay online with Presto PayÊ your scrip order payment is 
transferred automatically from your bank account and there is no need for you to make 
a special trip to drop off a check at the school.  
 

NOTE: PrestoPay is not a credit card system, because credit cards are costly 
for your non -profit organization.  Instead, PrestoPay uses the same secure electronic 
payment transfer used by direct deposit systems. You simply visit the secure PrestoPay 
area at ShopWithScrip.com and enter your checking account information. A 15 cent  
convenience fee will apply to each order you place; less than the cost of a postage 
stamp.  
 

Visit the ñmy accountò page at ShopWithScrip.com, and click on the PrestoPay link on 
the left navigation bar. Youôll find additional information and instructions for activating 
this convenient payment tool.  
 

PrestoPay is the easiest and most convenient way to order your scrip!  
 

*orders will still be due by 9:00am on Tuesdays and  
available for pick-up during drop-off  or in the office on Fridays. 



Upcoming  
Events 

 
December 12 
Last order due for Scrip until 
January 3rd (this order will 
arrive Dec. 16th) 
 
 

December 16 
All-School Winter Program   
Young Child  (9am) 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÕÓÅ-
Elementary (10am) 
 
December 19-January 2 
NO SCHOOL 
Winter Break 
 
January 3 
School Resumes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All-School  
Winter Program 

Friday, December 16th 
 

Young Child 9:00am  
in the commons 

 

Afgjbpcl¬q Fmsqc $ Cjckclr_pw 
10:00am in the gymnasium 

 

Dismissal and Refreshments 
will follow with no afternoon care.  

 
 
 

 
Little Things  Add Up! 

 

$/.ȭ4 4(2/7 ΓΓ !7!9Ȧ 
Collect, Collect, Collect !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

#ÁÍÐÂÅÌÌȭÓ ,ÁÂÅÌÓ ÆÏÒ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ  "ÏØ 4ÏÐÓ ÆÏÒ  
Education, Milk Caps, Ink Cartridges & Cell Phones 

 

These items  help bring in extra funds and supplies to 
our school. Deposit your items in the designated boxes 

ABOVE THE FAMILY MAILBOXES. 
 

THANK YOU! 
 



 

 

 

Help RPMS Win The  
Labels For Education  

Technology Sweepstakes  
 
 

 
 

Help ñRock Prairie Montessori Schoolò receive $45,000 in 
educational technology (desk top computers, laptops, 
etc.) by participating in the Labels For Education Sweep-
stakes by following this link http://bit.ly/oahHP0.  You are 
able to enter daily through 11:59:59 PM ET on 12/31/11 
for the drawing that will take place on or about 1/15/12.    
 

Our school could greatly use this prize as we are in 
need of several new computers and updates to our 

technology.   THANK YOU for your help!!!   

Reminders:  
 

Please stop by the lost and found in the foyer to see if your       
family has any lost items that need to be claimed.  

 
Plan to attend the All -School Winter Program on Friday, De-
cember 16th (Young Child at 9am) (Childrenôs House and Ele-
mentary at 10am)  Dismissal and refreshments to follow with 
no afternoon care.  

 

Volunteer Opportunity:  
 

Treat donations for the Winter Program.  Please see sign -up 
sheet in the school foyer.  Your donation of these items will 
qualify for one family service hour.  Thank you!  

 

http://bit.ly/oahHP0


4ÅÁÃÈÅÒȭÓ #ÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅÓ 
 

Young Child - Ms. Amy: 
 

We have been exploring with water recently.  The children enjoy watering our large  
banana tree and many other plants we have in our environment that help make it 
beautiful.  We are using a lovely, new handmade bowl and pitcher for our hand      
washing work, and pouring brightly colored water from both large and small             
containers. 
 

Our exploration table is representative of Antarctica with polar animals, water and  
icebergs.  The mop, of course, is a much-used tool in our classroom. 
 

) ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÔÏÏÌÓ ÆÏÒ ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÂÁÔÈÔÕÂȢ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ 
large and small scoops, sponges, fine-net strainers, and objects that sink or float.  Be 
ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÂÁÔÈÉÎÇ ÒÏÕÔÉÎÅȢ  /ÂÓÅÒÖÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÁÔÈÒÏÏÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÉÚÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄȢ  (Ï× ÈÁÒÄ ÉÓ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÎË 
and faucet?  Are their towels and washcloths within reach?  Can your child use his/her 
toothpaste, toothbrush, and soap independently?  When your child is sitting on the 
toilet, can he/she reach the toilet paper?  Consider all of these questions as you sup-
port your child in the bathroom. 
 

December brings even more chilly weather!  We will try to go outside every day as long 
as the temperature is 10 degrees or above with the wind chill.  Please feel free to send 
snow-pants, boots, etc. to school with your child.  We will have recess in the gym if it is 
too cold! 
 

Please remember that our Young Child Sing-A-Long is next Friday, the 16th, at 9:00 am 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÎÓ ÁÒÅÁȦ  9ÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓ ÉÔȦȦ 
 

The following song is a favorite of the children. 
)Ô ÉÓ ÓÕÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÕÎÅ ÏÆ Ȱ) (ÁÄ Á ,ÉÔÔÌÅ 4ÕÒÔÌÅȢȱ 

 
I Built a Little Snowman 

 
I built a little snowman (shape snowman in air) 

It had a carrot nose, (point to nose) 
Along came a bunny, (hop along bunny ears) 

And what do you suppose?(shrug) 
That hungry little bunny, (circle hand over stomach) 

Was looking for some lunch, (hand over eyes like visor) 
(Å ÁÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÎÏ×ÍÁÎȭÓ ÃÁÒÒÏÔ ÎÏÓÅȟ 

Nibble, nibble, crunch!  



 
Young Child - Ms. Tracey: 
 

When a child first joins our community he/she may be just turning two or perhaps a bit 
older but not used to being part of a group of children.  Many of the materials and 
practices in our environment are designed to help them become a part of the           
community of children.  When a new member of our community is first learning where 
to put work away, how to unroll a rug, or how to use some piece of work, the older 
children (those ancient two and a half and three year olds!) help them to find their 
way.  If I notice someone struggling, my other friends are thrilled when I ask them to 
be of service. 
 

As the children come to the end of their third year and begin their fourth year of life, 
they become interested in engaging with other children in a new way.  They are     
looking for ways to work together, to spend time in conversation, and to learn about 
becoming friends. 
 

I have recently added a new work to our class that supports their desire to connect.  It 
is a small Japanese style tea set that encourages the children to offer a very simple 
version of the Japanese tea ceremony to one another. 
 

I found the following description of the tea ceremony on the web: 
 

Ȱ0ÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÅÁ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÐÏÕÒÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÏÎÅ΄Ó ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÄÅÆÉÎÅÄ 
movements. The whole process is not about drinking tea, but is about aesthetics,    
preparing a bowl of tea from one's heart. The host of the ceremony always considers 
ÔÈÅ ÇÕÅÓÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÓÔÕÒÅȢȱ 
 

Certainly, the children in the Young Child are so wonderful to spend time with because 
so much of what they do comes right from the heart.   
 

In our version of the tea ceremony, one child chooses the teapot and three small tea 
bowls from the shelf and carries them to a table.  He/she then invites two friends to 
join him/her for tea.  Then, he/she brings the teapot to either Ms. Justine or me.   Early 
each    morning we are preparing a small pot of herbal tea.  We fill their teapot with the 
warm tea and they take turns serving one another.  They are so delighted to share tea 
and time together; it is a joy to watch them.  However, not every tea has been popular.  
They enjoyed both peppermint and pomegranate tea, but asked if they could just 
have water after they tasted the gingerbread spice tea. 
 

Once they finish the tea, they return the pot to the shelf and put their cups in a bin to 
be washed.  We replenish the tea bowls and tea until we run out of each for the     
morning.   
 



 

 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÕÓÅ--ÓȢ .ÁÎÃÙȭÓ #ÌÁÓÓȡ 
During our short month of December we will be taking a closer look at celebrations from 
a variety of cultures around the world.  Kwanzaa, Hanukah, Christmas, and Ramadan will 
be among these holidays.  The science shelf will have different kinds of magnets for the 
children to explore.   
 

If you would like to come in and spend time with your child in the classroom, please make 
arrangements with me.  The children love to share their work with parents.  This will give 
you a better idea of how our classroom works, and help you to become familiar with 
more of the materials that your child is interested in. 
 

With the cold weather at our doorstep, it is a good idea to send snow pants and warm 
shoes or boots, even if it's not snowing.  We try to go outside each day to give the         
children some fresh air play, and they will be more comfortable with appropriately warm 
clothes.   
 

We will celebrate the holiday season with a winter sing on December 16th.  The children 
are enjoying their songs and are looking forward to singing for you!  I hope you all have a     
wonderful winter break and look forward to a great 2012! 

 
 
 
 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÕÓÅ - Ms. Mary: 
 

Brrrrrr the cold temperatures have arrived!   We do try and go outside every day for gross 
motor activities, please make sure children have hats, mittens/gloves, snow pants, and 
boots when needed.  We teach the children how to put their own winter clothes on.   
Practicing at home will help with these skills.  
 

In December, holiday activities abound.  The children are crushing candy canes to use for 
decorating cookies and stringing garland of popcorn and cranberries to help feed the 
birds outside.  Also, we are learning about holiday traditions and symbols of Hannakuh, 
Christmas, and Kawanzaa.  We are continuing our study of North America through        
December.   
 

I look forward to seeing you for our Winter Program on Friday, December 16, at 10:00.  

The children have been practicing and they are excited to share this special gift of music 

with you!  Ms. Ellen and I wish everyone a holiday filled with joy and laughter.  See you in   

January! 

 

 
 



#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÕÓÅ-Ms. Bonnie Sue: 
 

During December we are learning about some of the origins of symbols relating to 
the winter holidays that we see in our homes and around and about in our 
neighborhoods.  One such being the tree brought inside a home to represent life 
comes from Nordic roots.  This gives us an opportunity to expand our map and 
globe explorations into other continents. 
 

We are also exploring each of our global addresses beginning with the great big 
universe, to the galaxy Milky Way, to planet Earth, to North America, to our state of 
7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȟ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÃÉÔÙȟ ÓÔÒÅÅÔȟ ÓÔÒÅÅÔ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓȟ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ 
that lives there.  Each part of the global address is symbolized with a nesting box 
with the universe being the largest.  When all the boxes are stacked in order, it is 
quite an impressive sight. 
 

At the end of the mornings on inclement weather days (we will not be dismissing 
from outside) you may still see our friends wearing their vests and doing some of 
their Indian drumming activities we began in November.  You are welcome to peek 
in if you happen to come early for pick up on one of those days. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all at our Winter Program on the December 16th and 
wish you all a joyous, healthy, peaceful winter break. 
 

 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÕÓÅ - Ms. Martha: 
 

As winter greets us with its shorter amount of daylight, we learn about cultures and 
how religions celebrate the lights of December. We introduce Hanukah, Christmas 
and Kwanzaa among other traditions. We learn about ethnic celebrations in order 
to appreciate diversity and foster understanding.  We will also be learning about the 
Iditarod sled race in Alaska and the state of Alaska. 
 

We also do our best to enjoy our Midwest winters by going outside when possible 
and playing in the snow. You can help us by practicing with your child how to put on 
snow pants, boots, hats and mittens. Please remember that  child empowered by 
independence is one of our primary objectives. So please do not do for your child 
what they can do for themselves. Rather assist them to achieve this independence 
that fosters confidence and growing personhood. 
 

Ms. Monica and I wish you all the best of the holiday season and hope the New Year 

brings you all happiness and good health. 

 
 
 

 



Elementary - Ms. Kris: 
 

The Elementary class had their first ever      
Community Work Day and Potluck the day     
before Thanksgiving break.  The student I        
initiated idea was to give something back to 
our school    community.  We asked teachers for 
jobs around 
the school and 
o r g a n i z e d   
p a r e n t          

volunteers to assist the children in completing 
these tasks.  We are proud to say that we were 
able to clean the window screens of two           
classrooms, clean three school gardens, organize 
the commons library and the teacher resource li-
brary, scrub tables in three        classrooms and clean the gym closet.   We followed 
up our work morning with a potluck lunch and an afternoon of Native American 
games and stories.  Much was accomplished, much was learned and much fun was 
had.  We would like to thank all the Elementary families for their help in making our 
work day and the potluck a success. 
 

As we near the Winter solstice the Elementary class turns their attention to festivals 
of light.  We will discover how many cultures celebrate light during these darkest 

days of the winters.  We will learn about Dwali, 
Chinese New Year, Christmas, Hanukkah, and 
Kwanzaa.  We are learning songs from some of 
these festivals to sing at the Winter Program. 
 
Our students are excited to share our          
classroom and their learning experiences with 
ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ Ȱ7ÉÎÄÏ× ÉÎÔÏ /ÕÒ 

#ÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍȢȱ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÎÄ ÁÎ ÈÏÕÒ 
in the Elementary class and work with a student.  There is a sign-up sheet outside 
the classroom door.  If you would like to participate and the times that are offered 
are not convenient, please see Ms. Kris or Ms. Bonnie Sue.  We are happy to arrange 
something to suit your needs. 



Did you know the follow counts toward Family Service Hours? 
Classroom observations (per parent) 
Journey of Discovery and other parent education nights (per parent) 
Reading in the classroom 
Helping with events (per parent) 
Classroom prep work 
Donating and baking food items for events 

 

Fill out a yellow log sheet found across from the school office or report 
your hours on the school website under Admissions/Forms. 

 
 

Extended Day - Ms. Mary: 
 

December is a special time in the Extended Day classroom.  During these next two 

×ÅÅËÓ ÏÕÒ ÆÏÃÕÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÎ Ȱ7ÉÎÔÅÒ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ !ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȱȢ  7Å ×ÉÌÌ ȰÔÒÁÖÅÌȱ 

to each continent to discover and learn how children in other parts of the world 

celebrate different holidays.  These hands-on creative activities are always a          

favorite among the children.  Look for this project to come home on December 

15th.  As your child shares their project and knowledge of these holidays with you, I 

hope you find as much joy learning from them as we have discovered by this          

experience!  My best wishes to all of you to have a wonderful holiday.  Enjoy the 

break and I look forward to seeing everyone in January. 

 
 

 
 

 

 





 

Montessori Beginnings Program ɀMs. Tracey 
 

Snack is one of my favorite parts of our Montessori      
Beginnings morning.  When I shop for the snack foods, I 
am always looking for something a bit unusual.  I loved it 
when I stumbled upon Italian prune plums, and the      
children enjoyed eating them almost as much as I         
appreciated the name and the tear dropped shape of the 
fruit.  The spaghetti squash with butter was a surprisingly 
popular vegetable, although pickles received very mixed 
reviews from the children.  Fortunately, we always offer 
Cheerios, so that there is a familiar food on hand. 
 

According to some nutritionists children base their food 
choices on texture and appearance as well as taste and 
smell. They suggest that it may take up to ten                  

introductions of a new food before a child decides a new food is pleasing.  This does 
not mean you must reintroduce unusual foods again and again, but if you have 
meals that the rest of your family truly enjoys, there is still hope that your young 
child will eventually enjoy the food too.  Newborn infants show a strong preference 
ÆÏÒ Ó×ÅÅÔ ÆÌÁÖÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÁÓÔÅ ÓÁÌÔÉÎÅÓÓ ÁÔ ÆÉÒÓÔȢ  4ÈÅÉÒ ÔÁÓÔÅ ÂÕÄÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ 
develop after birth and a wider variety of flavors become interesting to them. 
 

In our class it is also great fun to see the children practice eating together.  We set 
their places with a napkin and placemat and the older toddlers come to Ms. Sara or 
me to choose a plate.  We offer them several foods on their tiny plates or on     
placemats for those brand new to table food.  They practice holding spoons, eating 
only from their own plates, and waiting for the next serving.  During the meal each 
toddler is offered a tray with a tiny cup and pitcher.  They practice pouring, drinking 
and sponging spills.  Some of them appear to enjoy sponging the spills more than 
drinking the water.  The older infants who join us at the table practice drinking and 
spilling from an open cup.  Once snack is over each parent or caregiver helps their 
child to clean up their snack.  They put napkins in a basket, left over food in a bucket 
ÆÏÒ -ÓȢ 4ÒÁÃÅÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÍÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÉÓÈÅÓ ÉÎ ÓÏÁÐÙ ×ÁÔÅÒȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÐÕÓÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÁÉÒÓȟ 
and some help to wipe spills from the table.  It is wonderful to see them                  
participating so fully in the experience of snack. 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Use your REDcard  to help  
Rock Prairie Montessori School.  

 

Enroll for free in the ñTake Charge of 
Educationò program and Target will  
 donate up to 1% of your REDcard  
purchases to your school of choice.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Drop-Off 
 

Each morning between 8:20-
8:35am we provide drop-off 

service to families.  Simply pull 
up in front of the school and 
an adult will escort your child 

into the school.  Please do not 
park in front of the school at 
this time so parents can pull 

up and drive thru easily. 
Thank you!  

Corporate Grants 
Does the company you 

work for provide grants to 
schools?  If you or some-
one you know offers a  
 
 
 
 
 
 

grant program  that you 
believe RPMS may qualify 
for, please contact Linda 
Maybee or Martha Carver 

with details. 



We thank the following  local businesses for their 

sponsorship of Rock Prairie Montessori School 

 

 
 


