The Prairie News

Rock Prairie Montessori School
October 2011

Martha CarverHead of School Message:

Welcome to another year at Rock Prairie Montessori School! We are excited to greet ma
friends and returning friends and family. We have started our new Montessori Begi
Program for parents and infants till age two. And the new set up for Montessori Enrich

giving children independent skills in setting up their own lunch environment along with
time with the materials after waking up or not napping.

community. We have had great participation in our parent evenings and enjoy the interes
Montessori education.

Happy autumn, Ms. Martha
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-J-jf Great Lakes Scrip Center

In the past three weeks we have raised $868.65 through our Scrip
Program. Our goal is to sell at least $5000 in Scrip each week for an
average rebate to the school of $1000 per month.

Plan ahead and make Scrip a part of your weekly purchasing plans.
Remember after you have raised $100 in rebate to the school 50% of any
addi tional rebate goes toward next

Orders received by 9am on Tuesdays are available for pick -up
on that Friday at drop -off or in the school office.




Gift Card WINNER

The Barker Family

Drawing was placed on
October 3, 2011
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CONGRATULATIONS!

-]L Great Lakes Scrip Center Fundraising While You Shop®




Cookie Dough Fundraiser

October 11 November 4

October 5 Watch for forms in your mailbox ver
soon and help our school reach our
goal of selling 500 items
(over $2400 in sales).

October 10
Gourmet Popcorn and *®
Bundt Cakes also available!!!!
October 12:-November 4 Coats For Kids
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clean fall and winter items; children and adult winter coats,
snow-pants, scarves, hats, gloves and boots. Place them in the

NOW-October 17 barrel provided near the school entrance.

October 19-26 ((( | Breakfast
g P |

October 1920 (‘é CI u b .

October 21 Friday, October 21st
7:45-8:30 am

Breakfast items will be sold between 7:820am.
Please plan to come early enough for your chil

enter_their classroom by 8:30amThis is a grea
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Scholastic

Book Fair
October 1926

Portraits

Class Picture Schedule:

Wednesday, October 19"

8:30am-Ms .
9:15am-Ms .
10:00am-Ms .

10:45am-Ms. Bonnie Sue

Thursday, October 20"
830am-Ms. Tr acey

Rock Prairie L000mmms . ke

Montessorl

Please note the time and day
your child will be photographed.

use at home. Your purchase also raises neg
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Sales begin October 7th and end October

These materials make wonderful gifts
friends and family too.

A display will be located in the school

hallway when the sale begins including
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Help RPMS Win The

» Labels For Education
- Technology Sweepstakes

Hel p ARock Prairie Montessjor.i
educational technology (desk top computers, laptops,

etc.) by participating in the Labels For Education Sweep-
stakes by following this link http://bit.ly/oahHPO. You are

able to enter daily through 11:59:59 PM ET on 12/31/11

for the drawing that will take place on or about 1/15/12.

Our school could greatly use this prize as we are in
need of several new computers and updates to our
technology. THANK YOU for your help!!!

Reminders:

. There is no school on Monday, October 10", If you need
childcare on that day, please fill out the form requesting
childcare that you received in your family mailbox.

Parentdos with students that atte
days each week and choosing to send their child on an Op-

tional Day, please let your teacher know what day your child

will attend.

. Submit your volunteer hours online or by filling out the
yellow log form across from the school office.
Aln the Spotlighto nights qualiif

Please stop by the lost and found in the foyer to see if your
family has any lost items that need to be claimed.

Please stop by the school office for assistance.


http://bit.ly/oahHP0

10th Annual Fall Festival
Rock Prairie Montessori School

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15-11:000M-3:00PMm

ENTERTAINMENT

11:30am Amerikick

I Martial Arts
[, [ | 12:30pm Magic Show

I Magician Tim Glander
1:30pm Yoga Plus

d Yoga Demonstration

e

Giant Obstacle Courgd8ounce Housé
Minnow Raced Game# Face Painting

Pumpkin Dec® Potato Sack Raags
Bake Salé Craft Salé Fire Truckd Food

é. AND LOTS MORE

Entry fee: $2.00 per perso®$10.00 maximum per family

Sign up Iin the vestibule to volunteer and make this
event a huge success again this year!
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Young Child- Ms. Amy:

It is amazing that we have already begun our second month of scfido@.children are be-
coming more and more familiar with our daily rhythm and are internalizing the work cy-
cle. They greatly enjoy providing Rosie, our hamster, with a maaticipated breakfast!

We are delighted to have two new frienddlanna now joins us on Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Wednesdays, and Henry on Thursdays and Fridsyslcome!
We are sorry to say goeblye to our friend Alex who movezh to Children's House.

The materials in our environment reflect this beautiful and egbanging Fall seasorWe
are busy scrubbing a variety of gourds, exploring modtiored corn, sorting nuts and leaves,
and hammering golf tees into pumpking.will be sending home the words to some songs
which we are currently singind-he following is one of them:

Oh Once | Had a qupkin
(SungtothetuneoO$ EA 91 O %OAO 3AA A , AOOEAed q

Oh once | had a pumpkia,pumpkin, a pumpkin.

Oh once | had a pumpkin with no face at all.

With no eyes, and no nose, and no mouth, and no teeth.
Oh once | had a pumpkin with no face at all.

So | made a jack-lantern, a jacko-lantern, a jacko-lantern.
So | made a jack-lantern with a big funny face.

With big eyesa bignose, a bignouth, andbig teeth.

So | made a jack-lantern with a big funny face.




Young Child- Ms. Tracey:
We have been so fortunate to receive such wonderful harvest donations from the gardens of
some of our Rock Prairie families. Lauren Elzy and her family gave us some huge sunflower
heads. Our young child friends have been carefully removing the seeds from the flow
heads and we have been using them to replenish our birdfeeder. The black capped
chickadees and the fat little chipmunk that visit our feeder seem almost as thrilled as t
children.

Logan Kienbaum and his family brought us a huge number of pumpkins, gourds and
beautiful indian corn. The first morning after | put a few in the classroom, | found seve
children excitedly touching the giant snake gourd that | had placed on our snack count
They were talking animatedly about the giant caterpillar while Logan was repeatedly te
OEAih O.Th .7Th OEEO EO A Ol AEA Ccl O0OA £
reason | love to spend my mornings with your children. And, admittedly since we have
monarch caterpillar transforming in our room, | have been talking and reading about
caterpillars quite a bit.

We are also sorting gourds, washing pumpkins, and plucking corn kernels for the squir
our forest. During the warmer months our classroom worms have been living outdoors.
week the children prepared their indoor worms bins. They prepared a bin for our room
ITA £ O -08 -AOOEAG6O0 OiT1i1 AO xAlls8 4 E
squeezed out the excess water and placed it in a worm bin. My favorite part of the
APDAOEAT AA xAO xAOAEET C OEOAA AEOEAT AO
her garden to our classroom. Everyone helped dig up the worms we moved and quite
children happily transferred them to the worm bin. So far none of the children have no
OEAO -08 -ACEAT AT AO1 60 1EEA O OI OAE

We are singing about caterpillars and exploring feelings with the following song:

Arabella Miller )
j 001 ¢ O OEA OOT A 1T E O4xET EI Ah 4xETEI

Little Arabella Miller

Had a fuzzy caterpillar. (wiggle fingers of one hand over open palm of opposite hand)
First it crawled upon her mother, (crawl wiggling fingers up opposite arm)

Then upon her baby brother. (continue crawling fingers over your head)

They said Arabella Miller, (frown and hold caterpillar fingers on opposite hand)
0000 AxAU Ui 60 AAOAODPEI I AOAOG i [ AEA
Now repeat lines 1 through 6 with a very sad expression.

They said Arabella Miller, (now a big smile)
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The children in our class are well on their way to normalizafibis means they are selecting
work, completing a work cycle and returning work neatly to the shélé are seeing
concentration developing and lengthening in timé/e also see friends being made, and
children who are very aware of respecting others and their environmioty fun it is to see
the children grow and enjoy their work!

During the month of Octobeifor our science unit, we will concentrate on categorizing plant
and animals then we will move on to look specifically at one category of anitias

mammal. We will also be exploring different types of leav&¥e will be talking about pumpki
and have many activities to help the children see how they grow and what they can be us

In geography we are continuing to learn different land and water forms and by the end of
month will have discussed the lake, island, straight, isthmus, bay, cape, peninsula, gulf,
archipelago and system of lakes.

We will be talking about differentegetables. The children will have the opportunity to prep
bites of celery with cream cheese to serve to their friends in clésed preparation seems to
be one of our most popular practical life activities.

As wewatch the leaves changing and falling we have fun with this little poem.

Five little leaves so bright and gay were dancing on the tree one day
the wind came blowing in to town, woo00000
and one little leaf came tumbling dowRepeat for 4,3, 2 and 1 little leaves.

| hope the weekly letter to parents will be useful to you and | would love to hear any questions
or comments that you might have about these emaifdso, | welcome any and all
communication between myself and parentBlease feel free to call, email or schedule a ti
to talk about any questions or concerns you may have.

#EEI AOAT-BOMant OOA
October brings in cool crisp mornings and sunny warm afternoons. It is a great time of ye
our classroom, October also brings a new focus with some of our materials. This month

discuss the fall harvest. We will look at the life cycle of a pumpkin as well taking a closer

Owls, bats, and spiders will be highlighted. In geography, we will explore the continent of
Australia. The land down under has a bounty of interesting animals and unique habitats t
about. Conferences are being scheduled for the end of the month; please look for the sigaup
sheet which will be posted outside of our classroom to schedule a conference. | am looki
forward to seeing you soon.
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As we have witnessed the life cycle of a monarch butterfly, we will continue to purs
OO0O6AU 1T £ AOOOAOAI UThé EerFRungnfCatérpiltmédigh # A O
dramatization.

Our land, air, and water explorations lead into the study of our planet, eawith our

representations: the sandpaper globe, the continent globe and the map of the world
showing each of the seven continents. Monarch butterflies from our area of the Mid
migrate to Mexico. We will begin our continent study of North America with an emph
on the country of Mexico.

Butterflies that migrate to Mexico generally return to their original homes in the spri
I " AOI AT x1 OAh O! OAxEAAAOOAET ho I AAI
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Our new friends are becoming acquainted with their new school surroundings and t
new friends. Ms. Shiree and | marvel at each new stage of the transformation from t

first day of school to the present. Thank you for choosing the Montessori way that w
SO committed to.

#EEIT AOAT-BOM4arthad O A

The start of the school year has brought together old friends and the joy of new frie
The children are moving about the classroom, getting new lessons and perfecting t
lessons they are practicing. Young children need to repeat an activity to perfect the
concept in their mind and put it into memory storage in their brain. This is one exam
how children learn. Their development dictates the need to experience concepts wit
of their senses and Montessori materials do just that.

Our focus for October will be pumpkins, Halloween, South America and Chile, and t
season. We are continuing our exploration of the Rainforest and learning about all o
unique animal species.

Our year is off to a great start. Ms. Monica and | are very pleased with how the chil
have adjusted to the class and are operating well in it. Thank you very much for trus
Ms. Monica and myself with your children. Thank you for your commitment to
Montessori education.

Extended Day- Ms. Mary:

The Extended Day class has adjusted well to their afternoon routine. They are emb
work expectations and seem eager to explore and learn new things. Each Friday th
bring their red folder home. Please take some time with your child to share their ha
work with them. Have them read their work to you as well. This is a good way to pr
the skills that are reflected in the work they have completed.




Extended Day- Ms. Mary (continued):

Also, | will be available to conference with you at the end of October. Please look for the
sign-up sheet which will be posted outside of my classroom. This month we will be |
learning about nocturnal animals. Part of that exploration will focus on owls. At the
of this exploration the children will have an opportunity to dissect an owl pellet. Ms.
tha coordinates this

activity and it is always much fun. We will also be looking at animals that live or use
cave as their home. One of our extra activities this month is to make our own cave.
ol AAOGA OAT A ET A OEIAAT @ j ET Al OAET ¢ Al Al
Friday, October 14. Thanks for all your support!

Elementary - Ms. Kris:

The elementary class is settling in niceljne children are growing confident in making
independent work choices and using a wqolan. Students have been listening to Mari
Montessori's Great Lessons in the afternooi®me of these lesson are "The Coming
OEA 51 EOAOOA"h "'"T A xEOE .1 (ATAO"h OF AT
currently, "The Coming of Life on Earth(in a day or two ask your child about the
pudding Earth.)We support these great lessons with work the children have on their
work-plan. You may have seen or see some of these works coming hdime clock of
eras, planet information cards and parts of the inner Earth are some of these works

The children have shown a great deal of interest in our outdoor environment and Ms
Bailey has been supporting that interest by helping with feather and fungi

identification. In addition to fungi we are also studying trees in Botarigur child may

be matching wood types, learning the parts of the inner tree, looking at different types of
bark, learning. about different leaf types or studying the life cycle of the apple tree ove
the next few weeks.

Zoology work starts with a lesson on all the kingdoms of life on Earth and then levelfl and
2 students work throughout the year on vertebrates and the level 3 children work on
invertebrates.We have finished that lesson and the level 1 and 2 students are study
characteristics and parts of fish and level 3 student are beginning there study of

invertebrates.

Our continent of study for the next two months is North Ameri¥se will do a variety of
different work like animals, the countries, capitals and landformdNairth America.We
will also be doing some reading some stories from Native American groups.

Conferences will be coming up at the end of the month, a sign up sheet will be postéed
outside the classroomlf you have any questions prior please don't hesitate to stop and
ask.
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MONTESSORI
BEGINNINGS:

A PLAY GROUP FOR
YOU AND YOUR INFANT
OR YOUNG TODDLER

GROUP SESSIONS MEET ON TUESDAY MORNINGS
AT ROCK PRAIRIE MONTESSORI SCHOOL,

PLEASE REGISTER BY CALLING
608-868-4844

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.ROCKPRAIRIEMONTESSORI]. COM
FOrR MORE INFORMATION

Dr. Maria Montessori noted two
basic needs of developing infants: the bonded relationship
between adult/parent and child and the support for a growing
sense of self and independence.




= Montessori Beginnings ProgranyMs. Tracey
Montessori Beginnings began meeting in late September
Twenty eight families are joining us for one of our two Tue
day morning sessions. One of the wonderful parts of
being involved with such young children is having the cha
Oi OAA O 1 OAE coOl xOE EI

The infants and young toddlers who attended last May hawve
really grown over the summer. Children who were crawling
are walking, children who only smiled and shyly looked away
last year are now saying thank you for snack or asking to
head to the park. And, our new friends are adding their own
personalities to the mix.

pe ~ N s o~ A~

year our new friend Max laughed so hard he toppled himself.
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up in several other places at Rock Prairie. As much as we both loved working with i

and parents together, Bonnie Sue clearly needed to focus on the older children this

| know we will miss her gentle spirit in our environment. Fortunately, Ms. Sara and her

nine month old son Eli are available to assist me with Montessori Beginnings. | am
pi AAGAA O EAOA 3A0A80 EAI P AT A %l ES6Op EIT I




Volunteer Opportunities

Please sign up in the foyer to
help for an hour or two on October 15th. Without your help we will
not be able to offer all of the attractions this year. Your help is a
vital part of making this event a success.

. Morning Greeters from 8:15-8:45am Monday-Friday
. Breakfast Club Hosts once a month from 7:15-9am on a Friday

. Scrip morning volunteers  from 8:15-8:45am Monday, Tuesday,
Fridays

. Scrip afternoon volunteers on Thursdays from 1-2pm.

. Other: If you would like to be added to the classroom and office
projects prep list, contact Ms. Linda in the school office.
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Do you ever have a need for afternoon care?
Did you know RPMS has Drojin Care available?

You may be familiar with our Guaranteed Before/After Care ang
Enrichment Programs. But did you know that families can alsg
request Drop-in Care for occasional childcare needs or emergencies

If you need occasional care for your child and would like them to sty

for Before/After Care and/or Enrichment, simply submit a request fg

AAOCA AU £E£EIT EI C A0 #A QA OA N@CRA0R (B &8 (1
across from the office door or available on the school website. Submig X £ A A
48 hours before your scheduled childcare need. We would also [be

happy to help during an emergency. Please call the school office &

608-868-4844 for emergency childcare needs.

RPMS strives to meet the needs of every family. We hope you fifig
this option helpful to you and your family.

Montessori Book Store

A collection of Montessori books, parenting books an
AEEI AOAT 60 AT T EO AOA AOATE
hallway. RPMS wants to provide families with resource
that support their desire to provide the best educatior
and learning opportunities for the whole family. Tc
purchase, please fill out your information on the
clipboard provided and the charge will be added to yot
next school invoice.




Use your REDcard to help

Rock Prairie Montessori School.

Enr ol | for free
Educati ono pargetgvil ajm

donate up to 1% of your REDcard

TARGET purchases to your school of choice.

Corporate Grants
Does the company you
work for provide grants to
schools? If you or some-
one you know offers a

Morning DropOff & 9
Each morning between 8:20 &

8:35am we provide dropff
service to families. Simply pull

up in front of the school and

an adult will escort your child
into the school.Please do not grf"‘”t SUOEIE you.
park in front of the school at believe RPMS may q.uallfy
this time so parents can pull  [OF» Please contact Linda

up and drive thru easily. Maybee or Martha Carver

Thank you! with details.




We thank the following local businesses for thei
sponsorship of Rock Prairie Montessori School

You’ve worked
too hard to let
this economy
jeopardize
your future.

Advice you can
trust starts with a
conversation.

The Nimmo Group
8020 Excelsior Drive
Madison, WI 53717
800-223-2391

Michael Nimmo
Senior Vice President—
Investments

Christian Nimmo
Vice President—
Investments

ubs.com/team/nimmo

3 UBS

As a firm providing wealth management
services to clients, we offer both investment
advisory and brokerage services. These services
are separate and distinct, differ in material
ways and are governed by different laws and
separate contracts. For more information on
the distinctions between our brokerage and
investment advisory services, please speak

with your Financial Advisor or visit our website
at ubs.com/workingwithus. Neither UBS
Financial Services Inc. nor any of its employees
provides legal or tax advice. You should consult
with your personal legal or tax advisor regarding
your personal circumstances. UBS Financial
Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG.
©2011 UBS Financial Services Inc. All rights
reserved. Member SIPC 31.19_Ad_2x7_Hz0428_Nimmo




